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Portland Children Pass
Japanese Fluency Test

PORTLAND, OR. -

Four International School students and
three International School graduates passed
the Japanese Language Proficiency Test
(JLPT) .-ldmil'.i:.'n:r::‘% by the Japan
Foundation.  Nehalem — Kunkle-Read,
Connor Onitsuka, Katie Yorsuuye, and Jack
Malsin, all passed the JLPT and are currently

fifth grade students ar The International |

School. The International School uates
who passed the JLPT are Sara Onitsuka,
currently in Gth grade; and Kento Murawski
and Kindra Jones, both currently in 7th
grade.
The JLPT s conducred to evaluate and
certify the language proficiency of non-
native speakers of Japanese, The test includes
writing, listening, reading, and grammar
components. Kento Murauski & Kindra
Jones passed the Level 3 test, for which the
examines must master grammar to a limired
level, know around 300 kanji and 1,500
words, and have the ability to take part in
everyday conversation and read and write
simple sentences, according to the Japan
Foundation. The rest of the students passed
the Level 4 test, for which the examinee must
have mastered at least the basic elements of
grammar, know around 100 kanji and 800
words, and have the ability to cngage in
simple conversation and read and write
short, simple sentences.

The children are all narive English
specakers who  have artended he
International Sch:;:; Ja cs;j immersion

rogram  since ool or kindergarten,
::-:urding o Mgﬁa Abad, Principalr.gm'[hcy

study an American curriculum with all of
their subjects — math, science, social studies,
ctc - taught in Japanese by native Japanese
spcakcrs.ghﬁs pnﬁinuf their  fifth & rade
curriculum, the children spent two wuﬁu in
Japan, autending a Japancse school and
visiting Japanese cultural and historical sites.

T%u.' International School provides a
mu];imlmrd environment where children
are fully immersed in Spanish, Japanese or
Chinese language and P:-:inlrc. Péﬂi[drcn
became bilingual as they learn a full
American curriculum with native speaking
teachers, small classes, and high expectations.
The Imernational School was founded in
1990, educates over 370 children, and was
awarded the Oregon Consular Corps 2008
International Award.  www.intlschool.org,
503-226-2496, 025 SW Sherman Street,
Portland, Oregon 97201,



