1

NG OUR CENTENNIAL 190

HE BEE

Servimg the Sefluoad.
Wistnoreland, Brooklm,
Eautmoralaml, Revd and
Woadaindk Neighbarheod:

PORTLAND, OREGON » MARCH 2007

Westmoreland fifth grader aces
C_hinese Govt. fluency test

By LinpA BONDER
SPECIAL TO THE BEE

Katie Stern-Stillinger of West-
moreland was one of only
eleven children recently to pass
a Chinese government proficien-
cy test normally administered to
adults. The test (called “HSK",
for its Chinese initials) serves as
a requirement 10 enter universi-
tv in China as an undergraduate
student, and is used by employ-
ers in China for positions requir-
ing basic competence in Chi-
nese. The HSK test is likened 1o
the Test of English as a Foreign
Language in the United Stares.

“We are very impressed with
these results,” said Zhang Jie,
Director of the China Language

Office in Beijing. “The kids have
done a great job.”

Katie uses the same  Lext-
books as her peers in China,"
saidd Yafei Lin, Lead Chinese
teacher and 10-year veteran of
the program at The Internation-
al School in Portland, which
Katie has been attending. “I am
extremely proud of her, though
I am not surprised.”

Stern-Stillinger and her class-
mates are 10- and 1l1-year-old
native English speakers who
have been enrolled in The Inter-
national  School's  Chinese
immersion program since pre-
school, according to Bruce
Bayliss, Head of School. “They
study an American curriculum

with all of their subjects—math,

science; social studies, and so
forth—taught in Chinese by
native Chinese speakers.” As
pan of their fifth grade curricu-
lum, the children spent two
weeks in China last October,
altending a Chinese boarding
school and wisiting important
Chinese sites.

The Chinese Language Office
has only administered . the test
twice o such young students,
both times at The International
Schoal, according to Yang Shen,
Chief Education Consul at the
Chinese Consulate General in
San Francisco. Passing the HSK
test exempts students from tak-
ing certain language courses in
China, as well as in many Amer-
ican universities.

Katie Stern-Stillinger of Westmoreland, photographed on a recent visit to China.



